Kittatinny Regional High School Website Accessibility Report

Danielle Tooker

March 17, 2007

Web accessibility means that people with disabilities can utilize the internet without restrictions.  Individuals with difficulties in perception, understanding, navigating, seeing, hearing and interacting on the internet should have the same advantage as others who do not. Older members of the community will also benefit from making a website accessible.  
Imagine being a person with physical or cognitive disabilities and being unable to access the World Wide Web. Significant amount of information available at your finger tips but not being able to retrieve it, see it or understand it. That is why web accessibility is so important and needs to be addressed. Web accessibility is also extremely important to individuals with disabilities because it gains them access to the outside world. The Web helps these individuals obtain information in education, health care, news, culture, and their community. It allows them to get involved and be an active member of their society. It creates a world where they can travel freely to and explore and function like someone without disabilities.
In addition to the moral obligation of web accessibilities, The Law of Equal Opportunity and Equal Access for Individuals with Disabilities has also created a legal obligation for our school.  According to the ADA, section 255, 504, and 508 web accessibility standards apply to our website and we most correct any problems that occur that would create limitations to individuals with disabilities. I have utilized the following website tools to create a report that identifies the deficiencies in our Kittatinny Regional High School website.
 http://webxact.watchfire.com/ 
 http://www.icdri.org/CynthiaW/is_%20yoursite_ada_compliant.htm
The first software used is the Bobby World Wide Web Accessibility Tool found on webxact.watchfire.com.  This is a tool designed to help pinpoint accessibility issues on websites. Bobby uses guidelines established by Wide Web Consortium’s (W3C) Web Access Initiative (WAI) and Section 508 guidelines from the U.S. Federal government.  I have attached a copy of the reports findings and concluded that our website does not comply with all Content Accessibility Guidelines and requires immediate repair.
 Bobby divides the report into three sections that have different priority levels. The first level of priority deals with serious usability issues. These problems most be addressed immediately. The second level of priority affects the usability of the website but not as serious as the first level and should be addressed as well. The third level includes errors that do not affect the usability but should be corrected. These error include but are not limited to; language, abbreviations, navigation bars and spelling errors.   
 The second program used to evaluate www.krhs.net for accessibility was found as a link on the Americans with Disabilities website. It is called HiSoftware, Cynthia Says- Web Content Accessibility Report. This report was limited but found the same failures in 508 Standards, sections 1194.22 (j). Frames shall be titled with text that facilitates frame identification and navigation. 
Kittatinny Regional High School is an educational facility and all levels of these reports should be address to comply with not just the ADA but with our own standards of excellence we have created and because we have worked so hard to create an excellent educational establishment we need to become a leader for our community in regards to web accessibility. Therefore I have attached copies of the reports generated for your review. After your evaluation the report should be distributed to the web master of the school so they can use the report to make corrections on our website. 
Technology standards: TF-II .A, TF.II.C. F., TF-IV, TF-VI, 

